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chsa fall MeetINg, New York cItY – save the Date!

WHERE: THE GENERAL SOCIETY OF MECHANICS AND TRADESMEN, 20 WEST 44TH STREET, NEW 
YORK, NY 10036

WHEN: SATURDAY, 29TH OCTOBER 2011, 9.00 AM – 5.00 PM

The Construction History Society of America one-day event this fall will be held in New York and will draw on that city’s 
long history of innovation in construction. Innovation is a double-edges sword, and the introduction of industrialization 
into construction, starting in the nineteenth century, has led to spectacular successes and spectacular failures.

Inventions over the last two centuries have driven vast changes in building design and construction. These include the 
well-known introduction of cast-iron, wrought-iron, steel, and concrete framing, but also lesser-known topics such as 
the industrialization of brick- and cement-making, the replacement of traditional wood joinery with new mechanical 
fasteners, and the search for more efficient and more effective fire-protection. In part, these changes were the result 
of the wide-spread industrialization that took place in the United States during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, 
but they were also a response to building-related disasters. Collapses during construction, structural failures in general, 
catastrophic building fires and city-wide conflagrations all influenced how the public saw the changes in construction and 
how designers and builders saw their jobs.

Our meeting on October 29, 2011 will include both lec-
tures and panel discussions on the role of disasters and 
the role of industrialization and innovation in construction 
technology. Speakers will include:
• P. Thomas Carroll (Executive Director of the Hudson 

Mohawk Industrial Gateway and Executive Director of 
the RiverSpark Heritage Area) 

• Timothy Lynch (Executive Director of the Forensic 
Engineering Unit of the New York City Department of 
Buildings)

• Ronald Spadafora (Deputy Assistant Chief of the Fire 
Department of New York)

• Marilyn Kaplan (Preservation Architecture)
• Wendy Talrico (Brick Institute of America)
• And other representatives from the construction, de-

sign, and building communities.

The meeting is being organized by the Construction History 
Society of America. registration will be available shortly; 
inquires can be sent to Df@oldstructures.com.

The Big Buildings of Lower Manhattan, Library of Con-
gress, Prints and Photographs Division, Detroit Publishing 
Company Collection, Reproduction Number LC-D4-72999 DLC 
(b&w glass neg.) Created/Published [between 1900-1920]
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future eVent of intesest to our 
lAtin & soutH AmeriCAn memBers

first conference on luso-brazilian 
construction history

two-day conference

aims: 
to discuss the present state of the art in the com-
mon Portuguese and brazilian construction his-
tory, and to prepare the ‘first congress on luso-
brazilian construction history’, to be held in 
vitória, brazil, in 2013. the conference will in-
clude keynote lectures and guest presentations, 
and will be open to interested researchers.

email: historiadaconstrucao@gmail.com

the engineering News record of april 25, 2011 
reported that the National Institute of standards 
and technology (NIst) was expected to launch 
a pilot website of data on disaster and failures re-
lating to earthquakes, hurricanes, tornadoes, fi res, 
fl oods and the like. The article states, “. .  that the 
database will focus on recent events. .and that lat-
er NIST hopes to add data from signifi cant events 
from recent decades.”  

sounds like an opportunity for chsa to contrib-
ute to this effort. If anyone has any connections 
with NIst, please let us know so we can make 
them aware of the expertise that resides within the 
society.

PuBliC rePository on DisAster 
AnD fAilure eVents

15tH AnnuAl internAtionAl PreserVAtion trADes WorK-
sHoP

thIs wIll be helD IN laNcaster, Pa over aUgUst 2-6, 2011 wIth a focUs oN 
PreservatIoN aND traDItIoNal traDe techNIQUes, tools, MaterIals aND 
PractIces.
vIsIt www.IPtw.org for More INforMatIoN.

ConstruCtion History JournAl

Moves are afoot to eNcoUrage chsa to ProDUce aN eDItIoN of the socI-
etY’s JoUrNal. toM leslIe wIll be cIrcUlatINg the MeMbershIP shortlY 
seekINg abstracts or PaPer IDeas for sUbMIssIoN later thIs Year. If 
YoU woUlD lIke to soUND oUt toM oN ProceDUre aND check oUt aNY 
sUbJect YoU MaY have IN MIND, coNtact hIM at tleslIe@Iastate.eDU
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WHo We Are mAnAGement Committee

Brian Bowen (Chairman),  GA Tech, Atlanta, GA

Anat Geva (Vice Chairman),  Texas A&M University,
   College Stati on, TX

Tom Leslie (Secretary),  Iowa State University, Ames, IA

Meghan Elliott , Meyer Borgman Johnson, Minneapolis, MN

Mohammad Gharipour, Morgan State University, Balti more, MD

Lee Gray,  University of North Carolina, Charlott e, NC

Jeff  Beard, ACEC,  Washington, DC

Donald Friedman, Old Structures Engineering, New York, NY

Linda Ruth, Auburn University,  Auburn, AL

Sara Wermiel, Independent Scholar/Historic Preservati on            
    Consultant, Boston, MA

T��� �� ���� ���������� ��� ��� ���� ������� �� ���� �� ���� �� ����� ���� ��� �������.
S� ������ ��� ���� �� ��� �� ����:
*  your interests in constructi on history, your current research, précis of recent lectures, etc.
*  books, texts & arti cles that your fellow readers should know about
*  names and e-addresses of colleagues and friends that we can include on our mailing list
*  if you are willing to write a brief arti cle for us.

Constructi on History Society of America
Post Offi  ce Box 93461

Atlanta, GA 30377–0461
Email: chs@coa.gatech.edu

www.constructi onhistorysociety.org

The Society is dedicated to the study of the history and evoluti on 
of all aspects of the built environment—its creati on, maintenance 
and management. It is a forum for scholars and professionals in 
the fi eld to share, meet and exchange ideas and research.

Membership is open to a wide range of constructi on related dis-
ciplines involved in the planning, development, design and con-
structi on of buildings and engineering infrastructure, in additi on 
to those concerned with their operati on and preservati on.

Members share a passion for examining how our existi ng struc-
tures were planned, designed and built, with the purpose of using 
this knowledge to bett er preserve what we have and to guide us 
in determining future directi ons.

The US branch of the Constructi on History Society is a disti nct 
enti ty catering to the historical studies and interests of its mem-
bers here in America. Membership in the US branch includes full 
benefi ts in CHS at large, including receipt of the Society’s Journal 
and newslett er and links to scholars in the fi eld worldwide.

CorresPonDinG soCieties
Public Works Historical Society, www.pwhs.net

Historical Constructi on Equipment Associati on,  www.hcea.net

Frank Matero, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA

John Ochsendorf, MIT, Cambridge, MA

Committee ADVisors


