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The Construction History Society of America one-day event this fall will be held in New York and will draw on that city’s
long history of innovation in construction. Innovation is a double-edges sword, and the introduction of industrialization
into construction, starting in the nineteenth century, has led to spectacular successes and spectacular failures.

Inventions over the last two centuries have driven vast changes in building design and construction. These include the
well-known introduction of cast-iron, wrought-iron, steel, and concrete framing, but also lesser-known topics such as

the industrialization of brick- and cement-making, the replacement of traditional wood joinery with new mechanical
fasteners, and the search for more efficient and more effective fire-protection. In part, these changes were the result

of the wide-spread industrialization that took place in the United States during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries,
but they were also a response to building-related disasters. Collapses during construction, structural failures in general,
catastrophic building fires and city-wide conflagrations all influenced how the public saw the changes in construction and
how designers and builders saw their jobs.

Our meeting on October 29, 2011 will include both lec-
tures and panel discussions on the role of disasters and
the role of industrialization and innovation in construction
technology. Speakers will include:

e P.Thomas Carroll (Executive Director of the Hudson
Mohawk Industrial Gateway and Executive Director of
the RiverSpark Heritage Area)

e Timothy Lynch (Executive Director of the Forensic
Engineering Unit of the New York City Department of
Buildings)

e Ronald Spadafora (Deputy Assistant Chief of the Fire
Department of New York)

e Marilyn Kaplan (Preservation Architecture)

e Wendy Talrico (Brick Institute of America)

e And other representatives from the construction, de-
sign, and building communities.
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FUTURE EVENT OF INTESEST TO OUR
LatiN & SOUTH AMERICAN MEMBERS

First Conference on Luso-Brazilian
Construction History

Two-day conference

Aims:

To discuss the present state of the art in the com-
mon Portuguese and Brazilian construction his-
tory, and to prepare the ‘First Congress on Luso-
Brazilian Construction History’, to be held in
Vitéria, Brazil, in 2013. The conference will in-
clude keynote lectures and guest presentations,
and will be open to interested researchers.

Email: historiadaconstrucao@gmail.com

PuBLIC REPOSITORY ON DISASTER
AND FAILURE EVENTS

The Engineering News Record of April 25, 2011
reported that the National Institute of Standards
and Technology (NIST) was expected to launch
a pilot website of data on disaster and failures re-
lating to earthquakes, hurricanes, tornadoes, fires,
floods and the like. The article states, ““. . that the
database will focus on recent events. .and that lat-
er NIST hopes to add data from significant events
from recent decades.”

Sounds like an opportunity for CHSA to contrib-
ute to this effort. If anyone has any connections
with NIST, please let us know so we can make
them aware of the expertise that resides within the
Society.

MOVES ARE AFOOT TO ENCOURAGE CHSA TO PRODUCE AN EDITION OF THE SOCI-
ETY’S JOURNAL. TOM LESLIE WILL BE CIRCULATING THE MEMBERSHIP SHORTLY
SEEKING ABSTRACTS OR PAPER IDEAS FOR SUBMISSION LATER THIS YEAR. IF
YOU WOULD LIKE TO SOUND OUT TOM ON PROCEDURE AND CHECK OUT ANY
SUBJECT YOU MAY HAVE IN MIND, CONTACT HIM AT TLESLIE@IASTATE.EDU

PRACTICES.

THIS WILL BE HELD IN LANCASTER, PA OVER AUGUST 2-6, 2011 WITH A FOCUS ON
PRESERVATION AND TRADITIONAL TRADE TECHNIQUES, TOOLS, MATERIALS AND

VISIT WWW.IPTW.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION.
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WHo WE ARE

The Society is dedicated to the study of the history and evolution
of all aspects of the built environment—its creation, maintenance
and management. It is a forum for scholars and professionals in
the field to share, meet and exchange ideas and research.

Membership is open to a wide range of construction related dis-
ciplines involved in the planning, development, design and con-
struction of buildings and engineering infrastructure, in addition
to those concerned with their operation and preservation.

Members share a passion for examining how our existing struc-
tures were planned, designed and built, with the purpose of using
this knowledge to better preserve what we have and to guide us
in determining future directions.

The US branch of the Construction History Society is a distinct
entity catering to the historical studies and interests of its mem-
bers here in America. Membership in the US branch includes full
benefits in CHS at large, including receipt of the Society’s Journal
and newsletter and links to scholars in the field worldwide.

CORRESPONDING SOCIETIES

Public Works Historical Society, www.pwhs.net

Historical Construction Equipment Association, www.hcea.net

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Brian Bowen (Chairman), GA Tech, Atlanta, GA

Anat Geva (Vice Chairman), Texas A&M University,
College Station, TX

Tom Leslie (Secretary), lowa State University, Ames, 1A

Meghan Elliott, Meyer Borgman Johnson, Minneapolis, MN
Mohammad Gharipour, Morgan State University, Baltimore, MD
Lee Gray, University of North Carolina, Charlotte, NC

Jeff Beard, ACEC, Washington, DC

Donald Friedman, Old Structures Engineering, New York, NY
Linda Ruth, Auburn University, Auburn, AL

Sara Wermiel, Independent Scholar/Historic Preservation
Consultant, Boston, MA

COMMITTEE ADVISORS
Frank Matero, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA

John Ochsendorf, MIT, Cambridge, MA

SO PLEASE USE THIS TO LET US KNOW:

if you are willing to write a brief article for us.

THIS IS YOUR NEWSLETTER AND THE ONLY VEHICLE WE HAVE TO KEEP IN TOUCH WITH ONE ANOTHER.

* your interests in construction history, your current research, précis of recent lectures, etc.
* books, texts & articles that your fellow readers should know about

* names and e-addresses of colleagues and friends that we can include on our mailing list
*

Construction History Society of America
Post Office Box 93461
Atlanta, GA 30377-0461
Email: chs@coa.gatech.edu

www.constructionhistorysociety.org




